HRA WRSR (GOVERNMENT OF INDIA)
6 HATT (MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS)
(eid &) (RAILWAY BOARD)

No. 2014 /W-1/Genl. /Group of Infra New Delhi, 30 December, 2014

The General Mané.gers (Con.),
Northeast Frontier Railway,
Maligaon, Guwahati

The Chief Admn. Officers {Const.),
All Indian Raijlways.

Sub: Guidelines for utilization of forest land for non-forest
purpose.

Please find enclosed herewith extra ordinary gazette notification of
Ministry of Environment and Forest dated 10.10.2014 regarding diversion of

forest land for non-forest purpose under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980,

You are requested to make use of these provisions for expediting

clearances from MoEF.

DA: As above. 728 (v
(Mohit Lila)
Director (Works)-I
Tel./Fax: 011-2338 3833
Rly.: 030-44858

Copy to: 1. The Principal Chief Engineers, All Indian Railways.
2. Chairman cum Managing Directors, RVNL, IRCON & KRCL.
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F. No. 1143/ 2014-FC
Government of India
M:Lmstry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)

' Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
Jorbagh Road
New Delhz- 110 003
Dated: 15% November, 2014

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
All State /Tinion Territory Governments

The Porest {Conservation) Second Amendment Fules. 2074,

Tam directed to enclose a copy of the Forest (Conservation) Second Amendment Rules,

2014 published in the Gazette of India on 10% October 2042 for information and necessary

achon.

Encl: Az abovea,

Yours [aithfully

. T
¥ ﬂ"l‘ﬁ‘r‘l,
(H.C. Chandhary)
Director

Um{j('npjr along with a copy of the said Rules fo:-

-'.-

i

13,
14
15.
16.
7

Prime Minister's Office (Kind attn.: Shri Santosh . Vaidya, Director), North Block, Mew
Delli

Secretary, Ministry of Coal, Governrment of India, New Delhi,
Secretary, Ministry of Mines, Government of india, New BDelhi.

Secretary, Ministry of Stesl, Government of India, New Delhi
The Secretary (Coordination), Cabinet Secretari at, Rashirapati Bhawan, Mew Delhi.

Frincipal Chief Conservator of Forests, all State/UT Governments,
Nodal Officer, the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1950, all State/UT Governmenits.

All Begional Offices, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC),
Government of India {Sol). :

Joint Secretary in-charge, Impact Assessment Division, MoEFCCE, Gol.

AN Assistant T ‘nspector General of Forests/ Directors in the Forest Conservation Division,
MoEFCC, Gol.

Director, Regional Offices Headquerters Division, MoEECE, Gol.

Sr. Director (Techmical), NIC, MGEFCC Gol with a request to place a copy of the said
Rules on website of this 3 Ministry. :

Sr. PPS to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Gol.

Sr. PPS to the Director General of Forests & Special Secretary, MoEFCC, Gol.

St. PPS to the Addl Director General of Forests {Forest Conservation), MoEFCC, Gol.

FS to the Inspector General of Forests {Forest Conservation), MoEFCC, Gol

Guard File.

@\~

{H.C. Chaudhary)
Director

s
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONM ENT, FORESTS AN D CLIMATE CHANGE
(Forest Conservatign Division)
NOTIFICATYION
New Delhi, the 1™ Cctober, 2014

G.SR.712 (E)— In exercize of the powers conferred by sub-seetion (1) of Section 4 of the Forest

me.gervaﬂcrnj Aat, 1980 (69 of 1980}, the Central Govermment hereby makes the fn]luwiug rules furthar 1o amend the
Forest {Conservation) Rules, 2003, narmely: -

L. [ These rulas may be called the Fores (Conservition) Second Amendment Ruolesg, 2014,
(2)  They shall COme 1nto force on the | day of November 2014,
2 In the Forest [Cunsc:“mriun} Rules, 2603 (Bereinniter referred ooag the sid rules), in pufe 2, @fter vlange (cal, the

fafiuwing clavses shall b ingertaq, namely:
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“leh) “Chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee” means chairperson of cach of the Regonal
Empowered Commintees constitited under rujs dA;

) “Head of the Regional Office” means senior-most officer in tha runk of Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests or Chief Conservator of Forests appainted by the Cenirat Government at Regional Office
to deal with the forest conservarion mutters under the Acy

{ed) “linear projects” means projects mvolving linear diversion Of Torest land for purpeses such d4& roads,
ratlways lnes, pipelinss, fransiussion les, e, -

In the said rules, for rule 4 relating to constitution of Regional Empowered Commitioe as inserted vide
notification number G.S.R. 94 (£} dated, the 3 February, 2004, the following rule shall be substifuged
hamely;-

“4-A Constitution of Regional Empowered Committee.

(1 The Centrl Government by notification in the Official Gazete, shall censutute a Regiona! Empowered
Committee at cach of the Regional Oflices,

(2)  The Regional Empowered Committes at cach of the Resional Offices shall consist of the following
menbers to be appointed by the Central Gevernment to deal with the forest CORSErvation matters, namely:

(1) Head of the Regional Office: Chairpersoen

(ii} Senior most officer from amongst officers in the rank of Chief Member
Conservator of Forests or Conservaror of Forests in the Regional
Offigr:

(it} Three non-official members from amongst eminent persans whao are Members
expertsan the forestry and allied disciplimes:

(1v) Senior most officer from amotgst officers in the fnk of Deputy Member-
Conservator of Forests in the Regonal Office. Secretary

(3} Representatives of the State Gnvernment or the Tnion Territory Administration, as the cage may be, not
below the rank of a Dizrector to the Government of India. one each from Forest Depariment and Revenye
Department shall also be invited to attend meeting of the Regional Empowered Committee 55 special
mvitee, in the examination of the proposals pertaining ta such State o Union Territory Adminiswation, s
the case may be,

(9 The term of appointment of non-official members shal] be as specified in rule 4.

In the said rules, after rule 5, the following rule shall he inserted, namely:-

"3 A. Conduct of Business of Regional Empowered Commitsee

(1) The Choitperson of the Regional Empowered Commites shall hold the meeting of the Regional
Empowered Commitics wheanever considered necEssary, bul not less than onee in 3 month,

(2} The mectings of the Regional Empowered Committee shill be held at the beadauarters of e Eegiomnal
Offiee:

Provided that where the Chairpersan of the Begional Empowerad Committee is satistied that
mspection of site ar sites of forest land proposed (o be used for non-forest purposes shall be necessary or
expedient in connection with the consideration of the proposals referred 10 the Regional Empowered
Commitiee, he may direct thar the meetings of the Regional Empowered Commitice be held at a place
other thun headquarters of the Regional Office for such tnspection of site or sites.

(3} The Chairperson of the Regional Empowered Commiittee shall preside over tvery mesting of the Regional
Empowered Commjitee:

Provided that in {he ahsence of Chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee, the
SEnIor most member in the rank of the Chief Conservator of Forests or the Conservator of Forests shall act
an the Chairperson of e Regional Empowered GTittes,

4)  Bvery proposal referred to the Regional Empowered Commiittee for advice or decision shall be considered
i the meeting of 1he Fegional Empowered Committee:
Provided that in urgent cases if the meeting camnot be convened within 2 month, the
Chairperson of the Resional Empowered Commiree may direct that papers may be circulated and sent (o
members of the Regional Empowered Commitice for their opinion within the stipulated time,
{31 The quorum of the meeting of the Rezional Empowered Commilzee shall be tisee.”
In the said rules, in sub-rule (4) of rule 6. for clagsss (a) and (b}, the follawing clanses shall he substituted,
mamely: -
“(@) The proposal referred te in clavse (1) of sybruls (3), mvolving forest land up o forty hectares and af
proposals related 10 Hnear projects irrespective of the area of forest land involved, shatl be forwarded by the



concerned State Governmeint or the Union Territory Adeinistration, as the eage may be, alone with jie
recommendations, to the toncemsd Regional Offige

{b) The proposal referred (o in clapse {1} of sub-rule (3}, volving forest land of more thy, forty hectares, other
thun proposals related o linear projects shall he forwarded by the concemed State Governmenr op the Union
Territory Administration, us the Cuse may be, along with it recommendations, to the Secretary, Governmeny of
India, Ministry of Environment, Faresis and Climate Change.”
In the said rules, in rule 7.

(1) for sub-rule {2) the-fnllnwing sub-rule shall he substitated, namely:-

“(2) {a) The Regional Office shalj after examination of the proposal involving forest land Up to five hectares other
than the proposal related to mining, eicroachments, and hvdel projects, whicl are camplete m all respest,
and after soch furtley Enquiry as it may consider necessary, Erant in-principle approval subject o
{ulillment of stpulated conditions, or rejeet the same within twenty five days of its receipt from the Siare
Government or the Unign Teeritory Administration, as the cage may be, and communicate the same 1o the
voncerned State Government or the Union Terrutary Administration, as the cage may be, within next five

(B} I'nocase n proposal involves forest land mare than one hundred hectares or renewal of lease. Regional
Office shall within forty-five days of the receipt of the proposal complete in all respects from the State
Government or the Unign Territory Administration, 45 the cuse may be, inspect the forest land proposed 1o
be diverted and PreEpare a site inspection Tepore.

¢}  Regional Office ahiall vefer alf propesals involving forest land above five heetares and up fo forty hectares;
proposals refated po mining, cncroachments; and hydsj projects nvabving forest land BP0 fve hecrares:
and all propesals related (o linear projects which are complete in all vespes, ncluding site inspection
report, whereyver fequired, o the Regional Emprwergd Committee within ten days of the receipl of the
pProposal from the State Government or the Hnion Temitory Administration, 4 the case may be:

Provided thar Proposals referred 1o in clayee {b) above, shall be referred to the Regional Empowersd
Committee within five days of the receipt of the sjte mspection repart,

(d)  The Regional Empowered Commitee shall within 2 period of thirty days examine the proposals referred to

decision of the Regional Empowered Committee 10 the toncerned State Government or e Union Territary
Administeation, ps the Ease raay be, within next fiye working days.

i) The Eegional Empowered Committee shall within 4 pertod of thirgy days examine the Proposals related o
nining, enaroachments, and hydel project invelving diversion of forest land ap to forty heciares and temder
its advice:

Provided that the Regional Empowersd Committee iy suggest such conditions or restrictions if
Y, required to be imposed on the use of any fores! lund for non-forest purpose, which in its opinion
would minimise sdverse cavironmental impact.

il The Regional Office shall within g peniod of five days of the receipt of the advice of the Regional
Empowered Committet on Propasals referred to i lagge te) dhove, forward such proposal along with
advice of the Regiona Empowerad Committee 1y he Stcretary, Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change for oblaining the decision of the Cenurn| Governient:

Provided that time taken in transit of 4 proposat from Regional Office (o the Ministry of Enviroument,

Forests and Climate Change shall nor be more than five days,
(g) The Centeal Government shall, afiar considering the advice of ihe Regional Empowered Cowrmmittee and afier
further enguiry ns jt may consider necessary, grant in-principle Approval subject 1o fulfillment of stipubated
conditions, or reject the Same within thirty days of s receipt from the Regional Office and commmicate

the same to the conceried State Government or the Unian Terniory Administration, as the cage may be,
within next five working days."

{ii) insubaryls {4), for clause (¢}, the following elause shay be substitoted, oarmely: -

e In case the broposal involves forsst langd maore than one hundred hectares or renewal of lease, Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change shalj within ten days of the receipt of a proposal complate in all
TESpEcts, request the concerned Regivnal Office 1o mspect the forest [and proposed to be diverted gad submir &
report to the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change within o period of forty-five days:

Provided that the ol time taken in commmmication of the request for site inspection from the Ministry
of Environment, Forests and Climae Change 1o Regional Office and eotmmumication of the s Inspection report
from the Regional Gffice 1o the Ministry of Environment, Forpars and Climate Change shall not be more thun ten
davs, gver end abave the time taken in urdertaking sire inspection b the Eegional Ofige ™
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(o) In cases where compliance of conditions stipulated fn the In-principle approval s awaited for more than five years
from the State Governmenr or the Union Temritory Administration, as the case may be. the in-principle approvals mizy be

Provided thut i cages wihere for valid and Cogeal reasons it has not been pussibla for the User Agency or
the State Government or the Union territory Administration, a the case may be, to comply with one or more of
the conditions stipolated in the in-principle approval for obtaining final approval under the Act within five years
from the date of grant of n-principal approval, the Central Government may extend the period for complisnce of
such conditions by such furher period as it deem fie."

(i} in sub-rute (3}, for clause (c), the following clauses shall be substituted, namely:

“fe)  Insuch cases, apart from grant of final approval under the Act for diversion of such Torest land for original
period of mining lease, the Cenitral Govermment, shall, affer considering advice of the Forest Advisory Commitiee
or the Regional Empowered Committee, us the case nay be, and after further EqUiry as it may consider necessary,
grant final approval to the proposal of the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case oy
be, for renewal of wiining lease for a pertod, us may be specified by the Centrl Government, nod exceeding twenty
yeurs, with spproprate conditions or rejeat the same.

(4} Procedure stipolated in clanges (a) 10 (c) above, shall 4lso he applicable to the cases wherp m-principli:
approval ander the Aet for diversion of forest land has been accorded on a day more than [fve years prior o date of
expiry of mining lease and for valid and cogent teasons it has not been possible for the [ser Agency or the State
Government or the Union Tertitory Administration, as the caze may be, to comply with onc or more of the
conditions stipulated in the n-principle approval and obtain fina) approval within five years from the date af Eramt
of the in-principal uppraval-

Provided stch In-principle approval has not already been summarily revoked by the Cenrral Government:

Provided further that in such cases. apart from the report referred 1o in classe (b) abave, the Stae
Government or the Union Territory  Administration, as the case may be, shall aiso submit to the Central
Government, reason or reasons for delay in eompliance o conditions stipolated in the in-principle approval.

(e} Procedure stipulated in clauses (4) o {c) above. shall also be applicable to the cases where nuning lease
expires or has already sxpired witlin a period of ten years from the date of grant of in-principle approval under the
Act, even if’ final spproval under the Act for diversion of such forest land has been Lranted prior (o expiry of the
mining lease:

Provided, that in such cases in place of a report on comiplisnce (o conditions stipalated in the in-principle
spproval, & report on compliance {o conditions stipulated in the final approval under the Act for diversion of such
forest Jand during validity of the onginal lease period shall he submitted to the Central Govemnment by the State
Govermment or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be.”

&, Throughout the said rules, for the words “Mimistry of Environment and Forests™ wherever it oceurs, the words
"Ministry of Environment, Foreésts and Climate Change" shall be substituted.

[F. Na. L143/2013-FC
M.5. NEGI, Inspector General of Forests (Forest Conservation)

Note: The Principal rufes were published in the Gazette of India vids number G.S.R. 23 (E) dated the [0k January, 2063
and subsequently amendad vide G.5.R 94 (E) dated the 3rd February, 2004, vide G.5.R. 107 (E) dated the 9 February,
2004 and vide G.S.R. 185 (E) dated the 14th March, 2014,
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