it discrimination against persons with disabilities in the provigion of heslth insurance,
urance where such insuvance is penmitted by national law, which shall be g‘sr(wuiﬂd in
reasenab]n manmer,

iart dlscrlmmamry denial of health carc or health services or food and fluids on the basis

1 26 - Habilitation and rehabilitation

tates Parties: shall take effective and appropriate measures, inchuding through peer support, (o
able persons with disabilities to attain and maintain MAKINALEN mdapendence full physical,
imtal social and vocational a.lnlny, and full inclusion and participation in all aspects of life. To
nd, States Parties shall organize, strenpthen and extend comprehensive habilitation and

wbilitation services and programmes, particularly in the areas of health, employment,
@duca_-lm and social services, in such a way that these services and programmes:

(’;ja); Begin at the carliest possible stage, and are based on the multidisciplinary assessment of
individual needs and strengths;

(b} Support parficipation and inclusion in the community snd all aspects of society, are
" voluntary, and .are available to persons with disabifities as close as posa.lhk, to their own
_ commntities, including in rural aveas.

2, States Partics shall promote the development of initial and continuing training  for
professionals and staff working in habilitation and rehabilitation services.

3. States Parties shall promote the availability, knowledge and use of assistive devices and
technologies, designed for persons with disabilities, as they relate to habilitation -and
rehabilitation, '

Asticle 27 - Work and employment

1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to worlk, on an equal basis with
c}timrs this includes the right to the opportunity to gein a living by work freely chosen or
accepted in a labour market and work eavironment that is open, inclusive and aceessible 1o
persans with disabilities. States Patties shall safeguard and promote the realization of the right (o
work, incliding for those who acquire a disability during the course of employment, by taking

- appropiiate steps, including through legislation, to, inter alia: .

(a) Prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability with regard to all matters conceming all
forms of employment, inchiding conditions of recruitment, hiring and employment, continsance
of employment, career advancement and safe and healthy working conditions;

(b) Protect the rights of persons with disabilitics, on an equal basis with others, to just and
favourable conditions of work, including equal opportunities and equal remuneration for work of
equal value, safe and healthy wotking conditions, including protection from harassment, and the
vedress of grievances;

(c) Ensure that petsons with disabilities are able 0 exercise then labour and trade union rights on
an equal basis wﬁh vihers;
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(d) Enable persons with dnﬂbalmes to bave effective access o general techoical and vocationalf) .
mndance pmgtammeg, placement serviees and vocational and contiswing trammgi

() Promote empioyment opportuntics 'md career advancement for persons with disabilities in
the Jabour matket, as well as assistance in finding, obiaiving, maintaining and returning to

employiment; A
(f) Promote opportunitics for selfemployment, entrepreneusship, the development of 5
cooperafives and statting one’s own business; : i
() Employ persons with disabilities in the public sector; (a
: o
(b) Prouate the eémployment of persons with disabilities in the private sector through appropriaie i
policies and medsures, which may include affirmative action programies, incentives and other b
MEASTE, _ '
{i
(1) Ensure that reasonable accommodation is pmwd@d to persons with disabilities in the b
workplace; .
(i
(i) Promote the ac,quzsttmn by persons with disabilitics of work experience in the open labour fe
miarket; b
tex

(k) Momote vocational and professional rehabilitation, j()b retention and return-to-work
programmes for persons with disabilities.

2. States Parties. shall ensure that persons with disabilities are not held in slavery or in servitude,
angd are protected, on an oqual basis with others, from forced or compulsory Iabour,

Article Z8 ~ A{Eistg-uam standard of living and gocial ﬁwuﬁmtﬁmi

1. States Parties recugnize the right of persons with disabilities to an adequate standard of living
for thenwselves and their families, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the
continuous fmprovement of living conditions, and shall take appropriate steps to safeguard and
promote the realization of this right without discrimination on the basis of disability. -

2. States Patties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to social protection and o the
cnjoysitent of that right without discrimination on the basis of disability, and shall take
appropriate steps to safeguard and promote the realization of this right, including measures:

(a) To ensure equal access by persons with disabilities to clean water servims snd to cnsure
aceess to appropriste and affordable services, devices and other asmﬁance, for disability-related

needs;

(b) To ensure access by persons with disabilitics, in prrticular women and girls with disabilities
and older persons with disabilitics, to social protection programmes and pave:ny reduction

Programues;

(¢) To ensure access by persons with disabilities and their families living in situations of poveity,
to assistance from the State with disability-related expenses, including adequate trainin
counselling, financial assistance and respite care;
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To ensure access by persons with disabilities to public housing programsnes;

@

. (¢) To ensure equal access by persons with disabilities to retirement benefits and programmes.

Article 29 - Participation in political and public ife

States Parties shall fgua:ramx:e to persons with disabilities political rights and the opportunity (o
enjoy them on an equal basis with others, and shall undertake to:

{a) Ensure that permm with disabilities can effectively and fully participate in political and
public life on an equal basis with others, directly or through freely chosen representatives,
including the right and oppottunity for persons with disabilities to vote and be elected, inter alia,
by: '

{i) Ensuring that voting prm edures, ﬁmﬂltle‘% and materials are appropriate, accessible and easy
1o maderstand and use;

(i) Protecting the right of persons with disabilities to vote by sccret ballot m elections and public
referenduns without intimidation, and to stand for clections, to effectively hold office and
perform all public functions at all levels of government, facilitating the use of assns’uve and new
technologies where appropriate;

(iii) Guaranteeiny the free expression of the will of persons with disabilities as electors and 1o
this eixd, where necessary, at their request, allowing assistance in voting by a person of their own
choice;, :

(b) Promote actively an environment in which persons with disabilities can effectively and fully
participate in the conduct of public affairs, without discrimination and on an equal basis with
others, and encourage their participation in public affairs, including:

(i) Participation in non-governmental organizations and associations concerned with the public
and politieal life of the country, and in the activities and administration of pol-i.tic:al parties;

(ii) Forming and joining orgapizations of persons with disabilities to represeni persons with
disabilities af internalional, national, regionat and local levels.

Art;iﬁe 30 - Participation in cultural life, recreation, leiswre and sport
1. States Partics recognize the right of persons with disabilities to take past on an equal basis with

others it coltural life, and shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that persons with
disabilities: '

(a) Enjoy aceess to cultural materials in actessible formats;

(b) Enjoy access to television -programunes, films, thcatre and other cultural activities, in
accessible formats;

{c) Enjoy access  t0 places for cultural performances or services, such as theatres, museums,
- cinemas, libraries and tourisur services, and, as far as pmmble enjoy aceess 10 monuments and
. sites of national cultural importance.

3
¢
o
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2. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to enable persons with disabilities to have w.e - -
oppartunity to develop and wiilize their creative, artistic and intellectual pnimﬂmi oot only for
their own tmnc«ht but also for the enrichment of society.

3. States Partms shall take all appropriate steps, in accordance with intersational law, to ensure
that laws protecting intellectunl property rights do not constitute an unreasomable or
discrininatory barrier fo access by persons with disabilities to culiural materials.

4, Petsons with disabilitics shall be entitled, on an equal asis with others, to recognition and
support of their specific cultural and linguistic identity, including sign lnnguages and deafl
culture,

5. With a view to enabling persons with disabilities to participate on an equal basis with others in
recreationsl, leisure and sporting activities, States Parties shatl take appropriate measures:

(a) To encourage and promote the participation, to the follest extent possible, of persons with
disabilities in mainstreamn sporting activities at all lovels;

(b) To ensure that persons with disabilities bave an opporiumity to orgauize, develop and
participate in disability-specific sportting and recreational activities and, to this end, encourage
the provision, on an equal basis with others, of appropriate instruction, training and resources;

{t) To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to sporting, recreational and tourism
Verues;

" {d) To ecnsure that children with disabilities have egual access with other children to
participation in play, recreation and leisure and spmung activities, including thuse activities in.
the school system,

() To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to services from those mveivmi in the
organization of recreational, towism, letsure and sporting activities,

Article 31 - Statistics and datu collection

1. States Patties undertake to collect appropriate’ information, including statistical and research
data, to enable thew to formulate and implement pelicies to give effect to the present
Convention. The process of collecting and maintaining this information shall:

(#) Comply with legally established safepuards, including legislation on data protection, to
ensure confidentiality and respect for the privacy of persons with disabitities;

(") Comply with imternationgily accepted norms to protect human rights and fundamental
freedoms :ami ethical prmeiples in the collection and use of statistics,

2. The information collected in accordance with this asticle stmll be dissggregated, as .
appropnate and used to help assess the implementation of States Parties’ obfigations under the |
present Convention and to identify and address the barriers faced by persons with disabilities in |
exercising their rights, !
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s Parties shall assume ncﬁponsxbnhly for the dissemination of these statistics and cnsure
‘ szﬂblmy to persons with disabilities and others.

icle 32 - International cooperation

ates Parties recognize the importance of internationsl cooperation and its promotion, in
port of national efforis for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the present
tion, ‘and will undertake appropriste and effective measures in this regard, between and
g States and, as dpﬁmpriate in partnership with relevant international and regional
izations and civil society, in particular orgenizations of persons with disabilities. Such
SUFEs ccuid include, inter alia:

insuring that international cooperstion, including international development progranunes, s
usive of and accessible to persons with disabilities;

Facilitating and supportting capacity-building, including through the exchange and sharing of
atton, experiences, irainisg programmes and best praciices;

wilitating cooperation in research and access to scientific and technical knowledge;

Gvnimg, as appropriate, techuical and economic assistance, including by facilitating access
| sharing of accessible and assistive technologmv. and through the transfer of technologies,

he provisions of this article are without prejudice to the obligations of each State Party to
il its obligations under the present Convention.

riicle 33 - Nationsl implementation and monitoring

tates Partiés, in accordance with their system of organization, shall designate one or more
il points within government for matters relating to the implementation of the present
o ntion, and shall pive due consideration to the establishment or designation of a
mrﬁmgtwn mechanism within govemment to facilitate related action in different sectors and at
ferent levels,

States Parties shall, in accordance with their legal and administrative systems, maintain,
mmgthm, designate or establish within the State Party, a framework, including one or more
dependent mechanisms, as appropriate, to promote, protect and monitor implementation of the
esent Convention, When designating or establishing such a mechanism, States Parties shall
 info account the principles relating to the status and functioning of national institutions for
otection and promotion of lman rights.

~Civil society, in pmm,ular persons with disabilities and their representative organizations,
all be involved and participate fully in the mc:mmrmg Process.

riicle 34 « Commitice on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

‘There shall be established a Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereafier
rred to as “the Committee™), which shall carry out the tunctions hercinafter provided.
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2. The Committee shall consist, at the time of eniry into force of the presemt Convention, . ©

twelve experts. After an additional sixty ratifications or accessions to the Convention, ﬁne '

membership of the Committee shall increase by six members, sttaining a maximum mumber of

cighteen members.

3. The members of the Committec shall serve in their personal capacity -amd shall be of high
moral standing and recognized competence and experience in the field covered by the present
Convention. - Wheo nominating their candidates, States Parties are invited 10 give due
consideration to the provision set out in article 4.3 of the presem Convention.

4. The members of the Commiitee shall be elected by States Patties, considerstion being given to
equitable geographical disttibution, representation of the different forms of civilization and of
~ the principal lepal systems, balanced gender rcpresmtatmn and participation of experts with
disabilities. :

5. The members of the Committes shall be elected by secret ballot from s list of persons
nominated by the States Partics from among their pationals st meetings of the Confercnce of
States Parties. At those meetings, for which two thirds of States Parties shall constitute a quorum,
the persons elected to the Committee shall be those who obtain the largest number of votes and
an absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of States Partics present and voling,

6. The initial election shall be held no later than six months afler the date of entry into force of

the present Convention. At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations shall address a letter to the States Padies inviting them to submit

the nowinations within two months, The Sccretary-General shall subsequently prepare a list i
alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating the State Partles which have =

nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties to the present Convention.

7. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years. They shall be eligible
for re-election once. However, the term of six of the members elected at the first election shall
expire at the end of two years, inmediately after the first election, the names of these six
members shall be chosen by lot by the chaitperson of the meeting referred to in paragraph 5 of
this aiticle.

&, The election of the six additional members of the Committes shall be held on the occasion of
regular elections, in accordance with the relevant provisions of this article.

9 Ifa member of the Committee dies or resigns or declares that for auy other cause she or he can
no longer perform her ot his duties, the State Party which nominated the member shall appoint

another expert possessing the qualifications and meeting the requirements set out in the relevant
provisions of this article, to serve for the remainder of the term.

10, The Committee shall cstablish its own rules of procedure.

11. The "w'crefafvm(f‘c‘nmal of the United Nations shall provide the necessary stafl and facilities

for the effective perimmancf: of the functions of the Commitice under the present C onvmltmn,

am.l shall Gonvcm‘ its inifial mecling.

s

17. With the approval of the General Assembly, the members of the ("mnmittce established -

uuder the present Convention shall receive emoluments from United Nations resources on
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it and conditions as the Assembly way db(‘ld(‘ baving regard 10 the lmpoﬂaflw of the
Commiittee’s responsﬂnhtms

“l“i The me‘mb(’r}s of the Committer shall be entitied to the facilities, privileges and immunities of
experts on mission for the United Nations as laid down in the relevant sechons of the Convention

:onthe anrlrzges and Immuaities of the Umtcd Nations.

R - Article 35 - Reports by States Parties

1. Ench State Party shall submit to the Committee, through the Seceetary-General of the United
Nations, a comprehensive report on measures taken to give effect to its obligations under the
preserd Converition and on the progress made in that regard, within two years after the entry into
force of the present Convention for the State Party concerned.

2. Thereafter, States Parties shall submit subsequent repnm at least every four years and further
whenever the ("umrmuee 30 iequests

3. The (3_mmmn-t-éa shall decide any guidelines applicable to the content of the reports.

4. A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive initinl report to the Committee need not,
in its subsequent reports, repeat infornation previously pmvidm% When preparing reports to the
Committee, States Parties are invited to consider dmng 50 in an open ami transparent process and
to pive due cons:dsr&tmn to the provision set out in article 4.3 of the preseat Convcntmu

5, Reports oy indicste factors and difficuities afi.‘eciing the degree of fulfilment of obdigations
under the present Convention..

Article 36 - Consideration of reports

1. Bach report shall be considered by the (‘ommrltef which shall make such suggestions and
gen@ral tecommendations on the report ag it may consider approprinte and shall forward these to
the State Party concerned, ‘The State Parly may w*spm]d with any information it chooses to the
Committee. The Committee may request further mfnrmatmn from States Parties relevant o the
iniplementation of the present Convention.

[. 2 If a Siate Pmy is siguificantly overdue in the submission of a report, the Commitice may

notify ‘the State: Party concerned of the need to examine the implementation of the present
C ouvention in that State Parly, on the bagis of reliable information available to the Commitiee, if
the relevant mpun is not submitted within three months iﬂIIOWEilg the notification. The
Committee shall invite the $tate Party concerned to participate in such examination. Should the
State Pasty respond by submitting the relcvant report, the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article

will apply.

3, The ‘;eurctary -General of the United Nations shall make avmlable the repmis to alt States
Parties.

4. States Parties shall sinke their reports widely available to the public in their own countries and
facifitate aceess tn the sugpestions and general recumnmuia’imm relating to these reports.
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5. The Comwnittee shall transmat, as it may consider appropriate, to the specialized agewi:

funds and programmes of the United Nations, and other competent bodies, reports from Staies

Parties: in order to address a request or indication of a need for techmeal advice or assistance .

contained therein, along with the Commitice’s observations and recommendations, if any, on

these requesis or indications.
Article 37 - Cooperation between States Parties and the Conunittee

1. Each State Party shall cooperate with the Committee and assist its membors in the fulfilment
of their mandate.

2. In its relationship with States Partics, the Committee shall give due consideration to ways and
means of enhancing national copacities for the implementation of the present Comvention,
including through intemational cooperation.

Auticle 38 - Relationship of the Committee with other bodies

In nrder to foster the effective implementation of the present Convention and to EOEOUT:
intermational cooperation in the field covered by the present Convention:

{a) The specialized agencies and other United Nations organs shal! be entitled to be represented

at the consideration of the implementation of such provisions of the present Convention as fall

within the scope of their mandate. The Conwuittce may invite the specialized agencies and other
competont bodies ag it may consider appropriate to provide expert edvice on the implementation

of the Convention in areas fa]lmg within the scope of their respective mandates. The Committes

may invite specialized agencies and other United Notions organs to submit reports on the ..

implementation of the Convention in arcas falling within the scope of their activities;

{b} The Commitiee, as it discharges its mandate, shall conenlt, as dppropﬁﬂw other relevant
- bodies instituted by international human rights treaties, with a view to enswing the consistency
of their respective reporting guidelines, suggestions and general recommendations, and avoiding

duplication and overlap in the performance of their functions.

Adrticle 39 - Report of the Committee

The Comnittee shall report every two years to the General Assembly and to the Economic and

Social Council on its activilies, and may make suggestions and general recommendations based
on the examination of reports and information received fiom the States Parties. Such supgestions

and general recommendations shall be included in the repost of the Comunittee mgje,iher with |

gonunents, if any, frons States Partics.
Axticle 49 - Conference of States Parties

1. The States Partics shall meet regularly in a Conference of States Pmti;ss in order to cong.,
any matter with regard to the implementation of the present Convention. ‘

2 No later than six months afler the entry into force of the present Convention, the Conference
of the States Parties shall be convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The
subseqient meetings shall be convencd by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
hmnmally or upon the decision of the Conference of States Parties.
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; él Depmaiaw

_aryn{“ene:rai of the United Nations shall be the depomtary of the present Convention.

42 - Sagma;mm

_' riicle 43 - Conzent to be -

'Tﬁ’ present (“cinvcntmu shall be subject to ratlﬁcntmn by su,na‘mry %htes ami m formal
- confirmation by s;gmmry regmna! igtegration organizations. It shall be open for accession by
any Staw or rt,gamm! integration organization which lms not signed the Convention, ’ ‘

;A.:rticie 44 a»_‘l;%.egiqaal integration uﬁ'g&uimtim:s

1. “Regional integration organization” shall mean an organization constituted by sovereign States
mgidn 10 which its member States have transferred competence in respect of matters
by this Convention. Such organizations shall declare, in their instruments of formal
confirmation or accession, the extent of their competence with respect to matters govemed by
-~ this ('Onvemmn Subsequently, they shall inform the depositary of any wlmtﬂnna‘i maodification
in the extent of their competence.

2. References to “States Parties™ in the present Convention shall apply to such org.umatmm
within the limits of their cotpetence. -

3. Forthe purposes of article 45, parag?aph i, and article 47, paragraphs 2 and 3, any instrument
deposited by a regional integration organization shall not be counted,

4. Regional intagrat'mn organizations, in matters within their competence, may exercise their
right to vote in the Conference of States Parties, with a number of votes equal 1o the munber of.
their member. ‘"rt"l‘le'i that are Patties to this Convention. Such an m‘gammimn shall not exercise
© its right 1o vote if any of its member States exercises its right, and viee versa.

Article 45 - Eniry; into foree

1. The present Convention shall eater into force on the thirtieth day after the depamt of the
twentieth ihgto umcnt of ratification or accession.

2. For each State or mgmnal integration organization ratifying, formally confiring or aceeding
to the Convention after the deposit of the twentieth such instrument, the Convention shall enter
into force on the thirtieth day after the deposit of its own such instrument.

Article 46 - Reservations

1. Reservations incompatible with tlw object amd purpose of the present Convention shall not be
perraitted,

2. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time,
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Article 47 - Ammdmmﬁs ' Iy

1. Any State Party may propose an amendment to the present Convention and submit it to the
Secretary-General of ‘the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall comsmmicate any
proposed amendments to States Parties, with a request to be notified whether they favour a
conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and deciding upon the proposals. In
the event that, within four months from the date of such communication, at least one third of the
States Parties favour such a conference, the Secretary-General shall convene the conference
unider the auspices of the United Nations. Any amendment adopied by a majority of two thirds of
the States Pastics present and voting shall be submitied by the Secretary-General o the Genera!
Assembly for approval and thereafler to all States Parties {or acceptance.

2, An amendment adopted and approved in accerdance with paragraph 1 of this anticle shall enter

into force on the thirticth day after the number of instruments of scoeptance deposited reaches

two thirds of the pumber of States Partics at the date of adoption of the amendment. Thereafier,
the amendmens shall enter into force for any State Party on the thirtieth day following the deposit
of its own. instrument of acceptance, An amendment shall be binding only oo those States Partics
which have accepted it.

3. If 8o decided by the Conference of States Parties by consensus, an amendment adopted and
approved. in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article which relates exclusively to articles 34,
8, 39 and 40 shall enter into force for all States Parties on the thirtieth day after the number of
instruments of acceptance deposited reaches two thirds of the number of Smt% Parties at ihc date
of adoption of the amendmont.

Article 48 - Dennncistion

A State Party may denousce the present Convention by written notification to the Secreis

General of the United Nations. The denunciation shall become effective one year after the date m‘ ‘

yeceipt of the notification by the Sccretary-General.

Axticle 49 ~ Accessible format

The texi of the present Convention shalt be made available in accessible formats,
-Arii;cm 30 - Authentic texts

- The Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanizh textz of the present Convention siw ‘
be equally authentic.

In wﬂnew thercof the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly auﬂmnmd thereto by their
respective Governments, have signed the present Convention.

C Rk Rdkehehe iR Rk ge b RRheR
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tncai to the Convention on the Rights of Pervons with Disabilities

arfms o tim present Profmal have agreed as faiiuw N

'rty to the present Protocol {“\tate Party™) recopnized the competence of the
1 the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (“the Committee”) to receive and consider
s from or on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals suhject o s
ho claim to be victims of a violation by that State Pariy of the provisions of the

ication shall be received by the Conunitfee if it concerns a State Party to the
at is not a parly to the present Protocal:

shall consider a commmunication inadmissible when:

funication is anonymous;
ipication constitutes an abuse of the right of submission of such communications
e with the provisions of the Convention;

matter has already been examined by the Commitiee or has been or is being
- another procedure of inteimational investigation or setilement;,

able domestic remedies have not been exhausted. This shall not bethe rule where the
the remedies is unreasonably prolonged or unlikely to bring effective relief]

ifestly ill-founded or not sufficiently substantiated: or when

sthat are the subject of the communication ocourced prior to the entry imto force of
‘Protocol for the State Party concerned unless those facts continned after that date,

provisions of article 2 of the present Protocol, the Committee shall bring any
s submitted to it confidentially to the attention of the State Party. Within six
iving State shall submit to the Commilttee writlen explanations or statements
atter and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken by that State.

- after the receipt of a communication and before a determisation on the merits has
the Committee may transmit to the Siate Party concerned for its urgent
a request that the State Party take such interim measures as may be necessary 1o
ossible irveparable damage to the victim or victins of the alleged violation.
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2. Where the Commnﬂe&: extrcises ity discretion under paragraph 1 of thiz article, thﬂ does notf: i
i ply ] dctcmlmauon on admissibility or on the merits of the conununication, The
orga’ e
Alticke 5 2607

The Cmumlime shal] hold closed nwﬁmgq when examining communications uoeder tiw prmvm AR
Protocol. After examining a communication, the Committes shall forward its suggestions and
remmmendmmns if mny, to the State Party concerned and to ihe petitioner,

Axticle 6

1. If the Commiltes receives reliable information indicating grave or systemstic violations by 4.
St's’te'l’%arty of rights set forth in the Canvention, the Committee shall invite that State Parly o .
cooperate in the cxamination of the information and to this end submit observations with regard.
to the informntion concermed, , - Artit

1. “R
of s
gove
‘instn
mati
depo.

2. Taking into aecount any observations that may have been submitted by the State Pany
concerned as well as any other reliable information available fo it, the Conunittee may: designats
ane of more of jts members to conduct an fequiry and to teport wrgently 10 the Commities
Where warranted and with the consent of the State Party, the igquiry may include a visit to iis
territory.

3. After Mammmg the findings of such an inguiry, the Convnittee shall transmit these i ndmgsr

0 the State Party concerned together with any comments and recommendations. 2. Re

the 1t
4. The State Party concerned shall, within six months of receiving the findings, comments ani
wwmnmndatmns tanswmitted by thc (.ﬂmmntﬂe submiit its obgervations to the Commitiee.

5. Such an inguiry shall be conducted confidentially and the cooperation of the State Panty 513:&%1"
be seught at all stages of the procecdings.

Article 7

1. The Commitige may invite the State Party concerned to inchide in its report under article 33
the Convention details of any measurcs taken in response to an inquiry conducted under article
of the present I’mmcol

Z. The C mnm{uee may, if nevessary, after the end of the period of six months rei‘cared to
agticle 6.4, invite the State Party concorned to inform it of the measures taken in response to.s
an inguiry. -

Article 8

Fach State Party may, at the time of signature or ratification of _lhe pte.se.n_l Protocol or acoessicl « Artie -
thereto, declire that it does not recoguize the competence of the Committee provided fori
articles 6 and 7. : I Re

Anticle 9

The $ecretary-General of the United Nations shall be the depositary of the present Protocol.
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The pre ent Protocol shall be open for signature by signatory States and wyomi integration

" organizations of the Convention at United Nations Headquariers in New York as of 30 March
2007

Axticle 11

The pmseht Pratocol shall be subject to ratification by signatory States of this Protocel which
have ratified or seceded to the Convention. It shall be subject to formal confirmation by
signatory regional integration organizations of this Protocol which have fcmmlly confirmed or

aceeded 1o the Convention. 1t shall be open for accession by any State or regional intezration
organization which has ratified, formally confirmed or acceded to the C onventmn and which has

not signed the Protocol.

Article 12

1. “Regional integration organization” shall mean an organization constituted by sovereign Staies
of a given region, 1o which its member States have transferred competence in respect of matters
governed by the -Convention and this Protocol. Such orpanizations shall declave, in their
instouments of formal confirmation or accession, the extent of their competence with respect to
matters governed by the Convention and this Protocol. Subsequently, they shall inform the
dcpmsrtmy of any substantial modification in thc extent of 1he1r competence.

2. Refercnces to “btates Parties” in the present Protocol shall apply 1o such orgam:.mom within
the limits of their competence.

3. For the. pur;m‘%%& of article 13, paragraph 1, and article 15, paragraph 2, any instiument
deposited by a regional integration organization slmll noet be munted

4, Reginﬁal intepration orgunizations, in nsatters within their conipetence, may exercise their
right 1o vote in the meeting of States Parties, with a number of votes equal to the number of their
member States that are Parties 1o this Protocol. Such an nr;,.,muzmmn shall not exercise its right o

vote if any of its member States exercises its right, and vice versa.

Article E.3

1. Subjeet to the mtry into force of the Convention, the present Protocol shall enter into foree on
the tlnruel,h day aﬁm the deposit of the tenth instrument of ratification or accession.

2, For each State or reginml integration organization raﬁfyiﬂg, formally confirming or agoading
to the Protocol afler the deposit of the tenth such instrument, the Protocol shall enter into force
on the thirtieth day after the deposit of its-own such instrument.

‘ Article 14

1. Reservations lm.,mnpatib!e with ﬂli.- object and purpose of the present Protocol shall not be
permitted,

2. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time.
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Article 15 G

1. Any State Party mny propose an amendment o the present Protocol and subwnit it to the
‘Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall communicate any’
propoged amendments to Statcs Parties, with a request to be netified whether they favour a

mecting of States Parties for the purpose of considering and deciding upon the proposals. In the

event that, within four months from the date of such communication, at least one third of the

States Parties favour such a mesting, the Secretary-General shall coavene the meeting under the
yspices of the United Nations. Any smendment adopted by a majority of two. thitds of the States
Paties present and voting shall be submmitted by the Secretary-General to the Gmm*al Assembly
- for approval and thereafier to all States Parties for acceptance,

2. An smendment adoptod and approved in accordence wi&h paragraph 1 of this articte shall enter
into force on the thiicth day after the number of instruments of ac noe deposited reaches -
two thirds of the number of States Parties at the date of udoption of the amendment. Thereafter,
thie amendment shall enter into force for any State Purty on the thirtieth day following the deposit
of itz own instrument of scceptance. An amendment-shall be binding only on those States Parties

which have accepted it.

Article 16
A State Party may denounce the present Protocol by written notification to the Secretary-General |
of the United Nations. The denoncintion shall become effective one year after the date of reseipt
of the nﬂ-ti-ﬁca@tiﬁn by the Secretary-General.

Auxtigle 17
The text of the present Protocol shall be made available in accessible formats.

furticle 18

The Arabig, Chinese, anlmh, French, Russign and Spanish texts of the preseni Protocol shall be
eiqually authentic.

Tn witniess téhé.muf the undersigoed plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized thereto by their
respective Governments, bave signed the present Protocol.
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