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Preamble
The States Parties to the present Convention,

(#) Recalling the principles proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations which recognize the
inherent dignity and worth and the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human
fumily as the foundation of froedom, justice and peace in the wodd,

(b)Rewgniﬂng that the United Nations, in the Universal Declaration of Human Righis and in
the Jmteruational Covenants on Humen Rights, bas procisimed and agreed that everyome is
entitled to all the rights and fieedoms set forth therein, without distinction of any kind,

(c) Reaffirming the u.nive:rséiity, indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness of all human
rights and fimdamental freedoms and the need for persons with disabilities to be guaranteed their
full enjoyment without discrimination,

(d) Recailing the International Covepant on Economie, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Internativoal Convention on the
Flimination of Al Forms of Racial Discrimingtion, the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination againgt Women, the Couvention sgainst Tornure and Other Cruel,
Tnbuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and
the Intefmational Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Fanilics,

© (¢) Recognizing that disability is an evolving concept and that disability results from the
intersotion between persons with impairments aod attitudinal and euvironmental barriors that
hinders thisir full and effective participation in seciety on an equal basis with others,

() Recogmizing the importance of the principles and policy guidelines contained in the World
Programme of Aclion concerping Dissbled Persous and in the Standard Rules on the
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Eaqualization of Oppontunities for Persons with E’)mabilmm in influencing the promoi

formulation and evaluation of the policies, plans, programmes and actions at the mhomi
regional and international levels to further equalize opportunities for persons with disabilities,

u)} £ PH}“JH(JAIZHH{ the unpmmnct: of mainsueatn ng (il%dﬂllily ISHUES 5% AR Illit,ghll }!xﬂt ol reievan

strategies of sustainable development,

(h) Recognizing also that discrimination against any persou on the basis of disability is a
violation of the inherent dignity and worth of the human person,

{i) Rebr}girizi};g - further the diversity of persons with disabilities,

(1} Recognizing the need to promote and protect the human rights of all persons with disabilities,
including those who require mote intensive support,

(k) Concerned that, despite these various insirumenis and undertakings, persons with disabilities
contimie to face baricrs in their participation as equal members ol soviety and viclations of their
human rights in all parts of the world,

() Recogmizing the imporiance of international cooperation for improving the living conditions
of persons with disabilities in every country, particalarly in developing countries,

{m) Recogmizing the valued existing and potential contributions made by persons with disabilities
to the overall well-being and diversity of their commuuities, and that the promotion of the full
enjoyment by persons with disabilities of their human rights and fundamental {reedoms and of
full participation by persons with disabilities will resuli in their enhanced sense of belonging and

“in giguificant advances in the human, social and economic development of society and the

eradization of poverty,

“{n) Recogrizing the importance for persons with disabilities of their individual antonomy and

in;dépéhdi:’rice; inuludi.ng the freedom to make their own choices,

(v;) Considering tlmt persons with disabilities should have the oppottunity to be actively involved
dcmz,mn m'ﬂcmg processes about policies amnd programmes, including those directly
cunct‘mmg them,

(p) Concerned about the ditficult conditions faced by persons with disabilities who are subject to
multiple or aggravated forms of discrimination on the basis of race, colour, sex, language,

' 'rehgmn political of crther opinion, national, cthnw indigenous or social origin, property, birth,

me,e or oihef status,

) Fa"emm ring that women and glrla with disabilities are oflen at greater risk, both within and

‘Gitside the home of violence, injury or abuse, neglcct or mghgm‘t ti eatment, maltreatment or

exploitation,

(¢) Recagnizing that children with disabilities should bave full engoymcnt of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children, and recalling obligations to that end
undertaken by States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
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(‘s) Emp}umzmg thc need to mcmporme a gender perspective in all efforts 1o promote the full
esjoyment of human nghts muﬁ fundamental freedoms by persous with disabilities,

(t) Higllighting the fact that the majority of persons with disabilities live in conditions of
poverty, and in this regard recognizing the critical need 1o address the negative impact of poverty
ou persons with disabilities,

(u) Bearing i mind that conditions of peace and security based on full respect for the purposes
and principles contaived in the Charter of the United Natious and observance of applimble
human rights instruments are indispensable for the full protection of persons wnh disabilitics, in
particular during armed conflicts and foreign oceupation,

(v) Récogmzmg the importance of accessibility to the physical, social, economic and cultural
environment, 1o health and education and to information and communication, in enabling persons
with disabilities to fully erjoy all human rights and fundamental frecdumvs

(w) Realizing that the individusl, haviog duties to other individuals and to the community to
which he or she belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for the promotion and observance of
the rights recognized in the International Bill of Human Rights,

(x) Corvinced that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled
0 protection by society and the State, and that persons.with disabilities and their family members
should receive the necessary profection and assistance to enable familics to contribute towards
the full and equal enjoyment of the rights of persons with disabilitics,

(y) Conivinced thal a comprebensive and integral interiational convention to promote and protect
the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities will make a significant contribution to
redressing the profound social disadvantage of persons with disabilitics and promote their
part:cnpanm\ in the civil, political, economic, social and cultural spheres with equal
opportusities, in both devclopmg and developed countries,

Have agreed as follows:

Articke 1 - Furﬁmse

The purpose of the present Convention is to promote, prolect amd ensure the full and equal
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and 1o
pramote respect for their inherent dignity.

Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or
sensory impaisments which in interaction with various barriers may hioder their full and
effective participation in society on an equal basis with others,

Axticke 2 - Definitions

For the purposes of the present Convention:

“Comnmnication” includes languages. display of text. Braille. tactile communication, large print
aceessible multimedia as well as written, audio, plain-language, human-reader and augmentative
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and alleroative modes, means and fformatq of cmnmumcatmm mcludmg awe‘;snhlc mf"m‘maﬂ(@fz ‘

and cmnmumtatmn tcclmo%ng,y, Ly

“Langnage” mch’_lde:s spoken and mg-ned languages and other forms of non spoken languages;,
“Discrimnination on the basis of disubility” means any distinction, exclusion or restriction on the
busis of disability which has the purpose or effect of impairing or nullifying the recoguition,
enfoyment or exercise, on an cqual basis with others, of all unan rights and fundamental
freedomms in the political, econemic, social, cultural, civil or any other field, It mchndw all forms
of dmnmmatmn mcludmg dmual of masomablc acwmmﬁdatmn

“Reasonable accommodation” means necessary and apprapriatn: modification and adjustments
not imposing & disproportionate or undue burden, where needed in a particular case, 0 enstre Lo
persons with disabilities the cnjoyment or exercise on an eqml basis wnlh others of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms;

“Umiversal design” meaos the design of products, environments, programmes and services to be
usable by all people o the greatest extent possible, without the need for adaptation or

specialized design. “Universal design” shall not exclude assistive devices Ebr partmxim groups of
persons with disabilities where this is needed.

Article 3 - General principles
The principles of the present Convention shall be:

(a) Respect for inherent dignity, individoal autonomy mdudmg the freedom 10 make vac’s own
choices, and independence of persons; -

(b} Nop-discrimination;
(c) Full and effeciive participation and inclusion in socicty;

{d) Respect for difference and acceplance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity
angd fumsanity;

() Equality of opportunity;
(D) Accessibility;
| (&) Equality betwcf::n men and womes;

(b) Respeet for the evolving capacitics of chlldrcn with (ilsabllltmb amd mspm,t for the right of
children with dﬁahlht:e@ fo preserve their identities, :

Article 4 - Gezmral obligations
1. States Parties undertake to ensure and promote the full realization of all ‘human rights and

fundamental freedoms for all persons with disabilities without dlsumunatmn of any Lmd on the
basis of disability. To this end, States Parties undertake: ~ .
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» adopt all appropriate legislative, adininistrative and other measures for the implemestation
the nighis recognized in the present Convention,

-{a

"(b) To take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws,
regulations, customs and practices that constitute discrimination against persons with disabilities,

(c) To take into account the protection and promotion of the human rights of persons with
disabilities in all policies and programmes;

(d) To refrain from engaging in any act or practice that is inconmsistent with the present
Convention aud to ensure that public anthorities and institutions act in conformity with the
present Convention;

(e) To take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination on the basis of disability by any
person, organization or private enterprise,

() To undertake or promote research and development of universally designed goods, services,
equipment and facilities, as defined in article 2 of the present Convention, which should require
the minimum possible adaptation and the least cost {0 meet the specific needs of a person with
digabilities, to promote their availability and use, and to promwte universal design in the
development of stamdards and gidelines;

() To underiake or promote research and development of, and to promote the availability and
use of new technologies, including information and communications technologies, mobility aids,
devices and assistive technologies, suitable for persons with disabilities, giving prority to
iechnologies at an affordable cost;

(b) Te provide accessible infonination to persons with disabilities about mobility aids, devices
and assistive technologies, including new technologies, as well as other forms of assistance,
support services and facifities,

(i) To promote the training of professionals and staff working with persons with disabilities in
the rights recognized in this Convention so as to better provide the assistance and services
guaranteed by those rights.

2. With regard to economic, social and cultural rights, each State Parly undertakes to take

- measures 1o the maximum of its available resources and, where needed, within the framework of

international cooperation, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of these
rights, without prejudice to those obligations contained in the mesent Convention that arc
immediately applicable according to international law.

3. In the developnient ami implementation of legislation and policies to implement the present
Convention, and in other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with
digabilities, States Parties shall closely consult with and actively involve persons with
disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative organizations.

4. Nothing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions which are more conducive to the
realization of the rights of persons with disabilities and which may be contained in the law of 2
State Panty or international law in force for that Siate. There shall be no restriction upon or
derpgation from any of the human rights and fundamental freedoms recognized or existing in any

5
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State Party 'tb“thc pmwnt Convention pmslmm to law, mnvmimns regulation or custom onlle -
pretext that: the present Comvention does not recognize tm{“h nghts or ﬁt‘mimm or that it

recognizes them to a lesser extent.

llm p; ovisions of ihx, preaent x,mm,smnu :ghai; gxtend i aii pars of federal stares without any
!;mﬂafmm or exceptmm : : ’

Ariicle 5 - ”Equa&aty and mmdwcnmmmwn

. u»mt{:s Partws.rewgmze ﬁldt all pwsons are-equal belore aml under the law ami are entitled
without any dasnnmmatmn to the equal protection and equal benelit of the law. >

2., States l‘amea shall prohibit all discrimination.on ‘the basis of disability and guaraniee to
persons with disabilities equal and effective legal protection against discrimination on all
grounds.

3. In order to promote equality and eliminate disctimination, States Parties shall take all
appropriate steps to ensure that reasonable accotmmodation is provided.

’ 4. Specific measures which are necessary to accelerate or achieve de facto equality of persons
wuh disabilitics shall not be mnmdered dmcrlmnmtmn under thc terms of the present
Convention. o : S -

1

Anticié 6 - Women with disabilities

. States Parties ru,ognizv that women aund pirls with disabilities are subject to multiple
dic{cmnmahon and in this regard shall take measures to ensure the full and cquai énjoyment by
them of all humzm rights and fundamental ficedoms.

2. States Pasties shall take all appropriate measures to ensuse the full development, advancement
and empowerpient of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment
of the human rights and findamental freedoms set out in the present Convention. -

Article 7 - Children with disabititizs

1. States Pames shall take all nccessary measures io ensure the full enjoyment by children with
disabilities of all hepman righis and iundamcnlal frccdoms on an equaﬁ basis wnth mll&r children.

2. In all activns wnccmmg? chlldren with dtsabihtwsi ihf; lwst interests :of tlte child shall be a
pritisry consideration.

3. States Parties shall ensure that children with disabilities have the right to express their views
freely on all matters affcctmg them, their views being given due weight in accordance with their
age and nmtumy, on an equal basis with other childreniand w be pmwded with disability and
age-appropriate assistance to realize that right.

. : R RS
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1. Biates Part:m unde rlake to adopt nmnedmte eﬁsectrva and dppl apfiate measures:-

6



um

%) 'To raise awareness throughout society, including at the family level, regarding persons with
disabilities, and to foster respect for the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities,

(L) To combat stereotypes, prejudices and harmful practices relating to persons with disabilities,
including those based on sex and age, in all areas of life;

{¢) To promote awareness of the capabilities and contributions of persons with disabilities.
2. Measures to this end include:
(1) Initiating and maintaining effective public awareness campaigns designed:

(i) To nurlure receptiveness v the rights of persons with  disabilities;
(it) To promote positive perceptions ancl greater social awareness towards persons with’
disabilities; _

(i#i) To promote recognition of the skills, merits and abilities of persons with dlsahlhim and of
their contributions to the workplace and the labour ma ket;

(b} Fostering at all levels of the education system, incluchng in all children from an early age, an
attitude of respect for the rights of persons with disabilities;

(c) Encouraging all organs of the media to poriray persons with disabilies m a manner
cousistent with the purpose of the present Convention;

(d) Promoting awareness-training programmes rcgmdmg persons with disabilities and the rights
of persens with dwab:him

Article 9 - Ac-cessihi!iﬂ.y

1. To enable persons with disabilities to hve mdependcnﬂv and participate fully in all aspects of
life, States Partics shall take appropriate measures to ensure to persons with disabilities scoess,
on an equal basis' with others, to the physical environment, 1o transportation, to information and
commuications, including information and communications technalogies and systems, “and to
other facilities and services open or provided to the public, both in urban and in rural areas.
These measures, which shall include the identification and climination of obﬁmc!e:s and barriers

1o ac‘ce%ﬂblht)!, shall apply to, infer alia;

(2) Buildings, roads, transpor tation and other indoor and outdoor factlities, including schools,
housing, medical facilitics and workplaces;

(b) Information, communications and other services, including electronic services and
SINErEency services,

2. States Partics shall also take appropriate measures fo!

(a) Develop, promulgate and monitor the implememtation of minimum standards and gindelines
for the accsssibility of facilities and services open o provided 16 ihe pubue,

(b) Ensure that private eatities that offer facilities and services which are open or provided 10 the
poblic take into account all aspects of accessibility for persons wﬁh disabilitics;

7
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(r) Provide trammg for stakeholders on amesszbllliy issues facm& persons with dmalnlmm

wd) Provide in buildings and other facilides vpen 10 the public signage in Braille and in casy 1o
risd and nnderstand forms;

(¢} Provide forms of live assistance and intermediaries, including puides, readers and
professional sign langnage interpreters, to facilitale sccessibility to buildings and other facilities
open to the public;

(1) Promote other appropriate forms of assistance and *;uppm"t to persons with disabilities to
ensure their ac,c:esﬂs to information;

{(¢) Promote access for persons with disabilities to new information and communications
technologies and systems, including the Internet;

(h) Promote the design, development, production and distribution of accessible inforination and
communications techoologies and systems at an early stage, so that these technologies and
systems become accesmible at mininnum cost,

Avticle 10 - Right to life

States Parties reatfinm that every human being has the inherent right to life and sball take all
necessary easures to ensure its effective enjoyment by persons with d1sab1htles> on an equal
basis wnth others.

Article 11 - Situations of risk and hwnanitarian cmergoacies

States Parties shall take, in accordance with their obligations under interpational law, imcluding
international humanitarian lew and international hummn rights law, all necessary measures 1o
ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including
situations of armied cenflict, bumanitarian emergencies and the occurrence of natural disasters.

Article 12 - Equ%fm-i recognition before the law

1. States Parties reaffirm that persons with disabilitics have the right to recognition everywhere
as persons before the law.

‘2. States Parties shall recognize that persons with disabilities enjoy legal capacity on an equal
basis with others in all aspects of life,

3. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to provide access by persons with disabilities to
the support they may require in exercising their legal capacity.

4. States Partics shall ensure that all measures that relate to ihe exercise of legal capacity provide
for apprepriate and effective safeguards 1o prevent abuse in accordance with international humag
sights law. Such safeguards shall ensure that measures relating to the exercise of legal capucity
respect the rights, will and preferences of the pers-:m are free of conflict of interest and undue
infhtence, are proportional and tailored to the person’s circumstances, apply for the shortest time
possible and are subject to regular review by a mmpetcm independent and lmpamal authority or
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i;}ody The safeguards shall be proportional to the degree 1o which such measures affect
rson’s rights and interests.

¢t to the provisions of this article, States Parties shall take all appropriate and cffective
asures to ensure the equal right of persons with disabilities to own or inherit propenty, o
ol their own financial affairs and to have equal access to bank loans, mortgages and other
5 af financial credit, and shall ensure that persons with disabilities are not arbitrarily

ed of their property.
v iele 13 - M:-msg io justice

1. States Parties shall ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities on an equal
 basis with others, including through the provision of procedural and age-appropriate
- accommodations, in order io facilitate their effective role as direct and indirect patiicipants,
including as witnesses, in all legal proceedings, including at investigative and other preliminary
‘stages

2. In order to laeip to ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabifities, States Parties
shall promote appmpuate training for those working in the field of administration of justice.
uicluding police and prison staft.

Article 14 - Liberty and security of the persen
1. States Parties shall ensure that persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with athers:
(a) Enjoy the right to liberty and security of person,

(b) Are not deprived of their liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily, and that any deprivatima of libesty
is in conformity with the law, and that the existence of a disability shall in no case justity a
deprivation of liberty.

2. States Parties shall ensure that il persons with disabilities are deprived of their liberty through
any piocess, they are, on an equal basis with others, entitled to guarantecs in accordance with
international human rights law and shall be treated in complisznce with the objectives and
principles of this Convention, includiog by provision of reasonable accommodation,

Article 15 - Freedom frem fortwre or cruel, inhwman or degrading treatment
or punishment ’

I. No one shall be subjected to forture or to crel, inbumas or degrading treatment or
punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjected without his or her free consent 1o wedical or
seientific experimentation.

2. States Parties shall take all effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures to
prevent persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with others, from being subj ected to torture or
cruel, inhuman or degradiog treatment or punishment.




Artigle 16 - Fréed.ﬂm from exp&ﬂimﬁaﬁa, viﬁﬂe-mé and sbuse : o i

1. States Parties shall take al] appropriate legislative, administrative, social, educational and other
measures to protect persons with disabilities, both within amd outside the home, from all forms of
expioitation, vivience and abuse, inviuding their gender-bassd aspects. |

2. States Parties shall also take sll appropriate measures to prevent all forms of exploitation,
violence and abuse by ensuring, inter alia, appropriate forms of gender- and age-sensitive
assistance and support for persons with disabilities and their familics and caregivers, includiag
through the: provision of information and education on how to avoid, recognize and report
instances of exploitation, violence and abuse. States Parties shall ensure that protection services
are age-, gender- and disability-sensitive.

3. In order to: prevent the ocourrence of all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse, States
Parties shall ensure that all facilities and programmes designed to serve persons with disabilities
are effectively monitored by independent authorities.

4. Staies Parties shall take all appropriste measures to promote the physical, cognitive and
psychological recovery, rehabilitation and social reintegration of persons with disabilities who
become victims of any form of exploitation, violence or abuse, mcludmg through the provision
of protection services, Such recovery and reintegration shall take place in an sovironment that
fosters the health, welfare, selferespect, dignity and autonomy of the person and takes into
azcount gender- and age-specific needs.

5, States Parties shall put in place effective legislation and policies, including women- and child-
foctsed legislation and policies, 1o ensure that instances of exploitation, violence and abuse
against porsons with disabilities are identified, invesfigated and, where appropriate, prosecuted.

Article 17 - Protecting the integrity of the person

Every person with disabilities has a right to respect for bis or her physical and mental integrity
on an equal basis with others.

Arxticle 18 - Liberty of movement and nmtéumﬁ.ﬁ_ﬂy

1. States Parties shall recognize the rights of persons with disabilitics to liberty of movement, to
fieedom to choose their residence and {o a nationality, on an equal basis with others, including
by ensuring that persons with disabilities:

(a) Have the right (0 acquire and change a pationality and are not deprived of their nationality
arb;i.-.lraril'y or on the basis of disability,

(b) Are not deprived, on the basis of disability, of their ability to obtain, possess and utilize |
documentation of their nationality or other documentation of identification, or to utilize relevant i
processes such as unmigration proceedings, that may be necded 0 fﬁ(.}llltaii' exercise of the right

to liberty of movement;

(c) Are i*r@:e 10 leave any country, including their own,

10
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) Are not deprived, arbitrarily or on the basis of disability, of the right to enter their own

" conntry.

2, Children with disabilities shall be registered immediately after birth and shalf have the rnght
from birth to a4 name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know
and be cared for by their parents.

Artiele 19 - Living independently and being inciuded in the community

States Parties 1o this Convention recognize the equal right of all persons with disabilities to live
in the community; with choices equal to others, and shall take effective and appropriate measures
to facilitate full enjoyment by persons with disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and
participation in the community, including by ensuring that:

(a) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose their place of residence and where
and with whom they live on an equal basis with others and are not obliged to live in a particular
living arrangement; '

(b) Persons with disabilities bave access to a range of in-home, residential and other community
support services, including personal assistance necessary to suppost living and inclusion in the
connusity, and to prevent isolation or segregation from the commumty;

(¢) Commumity services and facilities for the general population are available on an equal basis
to persons with disabilities and are responsive to their needs.

Article 20 - Personal mobility

States Parties shall take effective measures to ensure personal mobility with the greatest possible
independence for persons with disabilities, including by:

(a) Facilitating the personal mobility of persons with disabilities in the manner and at the time of
their choice, and at affordable cost;

(b) Facilitating access by persons with disabilitics to quality mobility aids, devices, assisiive
technologies and forms of live assistance and intermedianies, including by making them available

at affordable cost;

(¢) Providing training in mobility skills to persons with disabilities and to specialist stafl working
with persons with disabilities;

(d) Encouraging entities that produce mobility aids, devices and assistive technologies to take
into account all aspects of mobility for persons with disabilities.

Article 21 - Freedom of expression and opinion, and access o information
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities can
exercise the right to freedom of expression and opinioz, including the freedom to seek, receive

and impart information and ideas on an equal basis with others and through all forms of
communication of their choice, as defined in article 2 of the present Convention, including by:

11




(a) Providing information intended for the meweral public to persons with disabilities o
accessible formats and icuhmlogiw appmpnale o diﬁemm kinds of dissbilities in a timely
manser and without additional cost;

0y Acvepting and faciliating the use of sign lanpuages, Deailie, augmensnive and alternative
communication, and all other accessible means, modes and formats of communication of their
choice by persons with disabilities in official interactions;

(¢} Urging private enfities that provide services to the gencral public, including through the
Internet, to provide information and services in accessible and usable formats for persons with
d‘isa.bili:ties'

(d) inma;;mg the mass media, including providers of information ihr@ugh the Intemnet, to
make their services accessible to persons wxih disabilities,

{e) Rm:og,l‘lzi’z_.ing and promoting the use of sign languapes.
Article 22 - Respect for privacy

1. No person with disabilities, regardless of place of residence or living arrangements, shall be

subjected to arbitrary or unlawful isterference with his or her privacy, family, home or

cortespondence or other types of communication or to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and
reputation. Persons with disabilifies have the right to the protection of the law against such
imterference or attacks.

2. States Parties shall protect the privacy of personal, health and rehabilitation information of
persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others,

Article 23 - Respext for home and the Family

1. States Parties shall take effective and appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
persons with' disabilities in all matters relating to marmiage, family, parenthood aod relationships,
on an equal basis with others, 50 as to ensure that:

() The right of all persons with disabilities who are of marriageable age to masty and to found 3
family on thc basis of free and full consent of the mtendmb Spouses 15 recogmized,

(b) The rights of persons with disabilities to decide frcely and responsibly. on the number and
spucing of their children and to have access to age-appropriate information, reproductive and
family planning education are recognized, and the means nccessary to enable them to exercise
these rights are provided;

(¢) Persons with «disabilities, wcluding children, retam their fertility on an equal basis with
‘others. _

2. States Partics shall ensure the rights and responsibilities of pusnns with digabilitics, with
E‘f‘f,aﬂi to guan:imns}np, wardship, imﬁtemhip adoption of children or similar institutions, where
these concepts exist in national legislation; in all cases the best interests of the child shail be
parameunt. States Parties shall render appropriate assistance to persons with disabilities in the
performance of their child-rearing responsibilities.
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dates Parties shall ensure that children with disabilities have equal rights with respect to

fumily life. With a view to realizing these rights, and 10 prevent concealment, abandunment,
-neglect and sepregation of children with disabilities, States Parties shall undertake 1o provide
-garly and compreliensive information, services and support to children with disabifities and their
families,

4. States Partics shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her parents against
their will, except when competent authorities subject to judicial review determine, in accordance
with applicable law and procedures, that such separation is necessary for the best interests of the
child. In no case shall a child be separated from parents on the basis of a disability of either the
child or one or both of the parents.

5. States Pﬁrﬁes shall, where the immediate family is unable to care for a child with disabilities,

- undertzke every effort to provide alternative care within the wider family, and failing that, within

the comnumnity in a family setting,

Article 24 - Education

1. Staies Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities 10 education. With a view to
realizing this right without discrimination and on the basis of equal opportunity, States Parties

shall ensure an inclusive education system at all levels and life long learning directed to;

(a) The full development of buman potentinl and sense of dignity and self-worth, and the
strengthening of respect for buman rights, fondamental freedoms and buman diversity;

(b) The development by persons with disabilitics of their personality, talents and creativity, as
well as their mental and physical abilities, to their fullest potential;

(¢) Enabling persons with disabilities to participate effectively in a free society.

2. In realizing this right, States Parties shall ensure that:

(a) Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the genernl education system on the basis of
disability, and that children with disabilitics are not excluded from free and compulsory primary

education, or from secondary education, on the basis of disability;

(b) Persons with disabilities can access an inclusive, guality and free primary education and
secondary education on an equal basis with others in the communities in which they live;

(¢) Reasonable accommodation of the individual’s requirements is provided;

(d) Persons with disabilities receive the support required, within the general education system, to
facilitate their effective education;

(¢) Effective individualized support measures are provided in environments that maximize
academic and social development, consistent with the goal of full inchision,

3. States Parties shall enable persons with disabilifies 1o learn life amd social development skalls

“to facilitate their full and equal participation in education and as members of the connnunity. To

this end, States Parties shall take appropriate measures, including:
i3
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7 {a) Fosilitating the loarning of Braille, alternative script, augmentative and alternative modes.
ineans and formats of communication and orientation and mobility skills, and facilitating pety
suppott and mentoring: ‘

(b) Faciinatng the learmng of sign language and the promotion of the linguistic identity of the
deaf community;

(c) Epsuring that the education of persons, and in particular children, who are biind, deaf or
deafblind, is delivered in the most appropriate languages and modes and means of
commumcation for the individual, and in environmeuts which maxiinize scademic and social
development. '

4. In order to help ensure the realization of this right, States Parties shall take appropriate
measures to' employ teachers, including teachers with disabilities, who are qualified in sign
lanpuage and/or Braille, and to train professionals and statl who work at ali levels of education.
Such training shail incorporate disability awarencss and the uss of appropriate aupmentative aud
alternative modes, means and formats of communication, educational techniques and materials to
support persons with disabilities.

5. States Partics shall ensure that persons with disabilities are able (o access general tertiary
education, vocational training, adult education and lifelong learning without discrimination and
on an equal basis with others. To this end, States Partics shall ensure that veasonable
accommodation is provided to persons with disabilities,

Article 25 « Health

States Parties recognize that persous with disabilities have the right 1o the enjoyment of the
highest attainable stundard of health without discrimination on the basis of disability. States
Parties shall take all sppropriate measures to ensure access for persons with disabilities to health
services that are gender-semsitive, including health-related rehabilitation. Tn particular, States
Parties shall:

(a) Provide persons with disabilities with the same range, quality and standad of free o
affordable health care and programmes as provided (o othier persons, including in the area of
sexual and reproductive health and population-based public health programmes;

(b) Provide those health services needed by persons with disabilities specifically because of their
disabilities, inchuding carly identification and intervention as appropriate, and services designed
1 minimize and prevemt further disabilities, including among children and older petsons,

{¢) Provide these health services as close as possible o people’s own comumugities, incloding in
rural arcas; '

(d) Require health professionals to provide care of the same quality to persons with disabilities as 1,

to others, including on the basis of free and informed consent by, inter alia, raising awareness of

the human rights, dignity, autonomy and necds of persons with disabilities through training and

the promulgation of ethical standards for public and private health care;
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